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When two or three be gather- 

ed together in my name 1 
[ I will be in the midft of * 
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| PEPPEEEOOPDS 


* Tohis honoured -: 
friend 
M-, S. Harthh. 


P2100 Send you back 
&) bN this oolden | 


your excelent friend 
M. Comenius 7#ftly 

1. tearms it, with / 
thanks ; and theugh in - 
a ceurſer habit, yet ( 1 
A 2 hope 


”-” 


ſedto conſider what the 
reſults of aſſociated la» 
bours arein compariſen 
of ſequeſtred, & aſſigne 
the increaſe of the Fee 
ſuits tothis canſe, will 
eaſely wiſh that which 
the Excellent Lord 
Verulam did ſome years 
before, Talis cum fis, 
utinam noſter eſles ; for 
s , 4s tis obſervd in the 
g great work, of Provis- 
dence, that Commods- ' 
,. | ties are diſperſ d into 
ſeverall Conntries to 
occaſs bon mutuall relief - 
Az ana 


and conſequently Com- 
merce, why may we not 
judge it of minds 2fince 
one Conuntrey can ntie 
ther engroſle all great ' 
ſpirits, nor one great 
ſpirit all knowledge. 

T hey who ſhall (brink 
back from it as an ate 
tempt of difficultie,may 
blaze the (tubborn- 
teffe and lowneſſe of 
their own thoughts, 
which i the goreateſ} 
hinderance ; they who. 
utterly condemne it 
may remember that tis 
Une 


uficharitable to con. 
demne vious endeavours 
without cauſe, eſpeci. 
ally thoſe who do noi 
ftoup to any ſecondary 
Aims; neither can they 
without Retrogradation 
into beſtialitie, turn 
their backs of a deſigne 
fo advantagigns to man«* 
kind whereof they are 
Alembers. 

But Sir I treſpaſſe 
too farre upon you | and 
this draught, by 4 
too large .preliminarie 
Aviſo, give me onely 
A 4 leave * 


leave to beg pardon for 
my Errata's here 
there, ſince were , 
FL 7d in obedience 

to your Summons, which 
ſhall be ever joyfully 
obey'd By 


Sir, 


Q 


Your tiuly 


affe Jionate friend. 


T. FE] 5 


I 


W- Er Ertl 
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*\ Hat nothing ap- 
$9 Ra proches nearer 
4 1 x God then Unt- 
ex ty, nor recedes 
forther from: him then dif- 
ſonancy, the conſciences and 
experience of all men do 

ad ſufficiently evince : yet doth 
* * thatenemy of mankind the 
divel ſow ſuch diflentions in 

their hearts, that while every 

1... one wholly app'ycs himſelf 
to his own particular, .sll 

f ' faint under the 7 Fas bur= 


| A 5 thy 
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then, and raiſe nothing but | 


various complaints, now 


exclaiming againſt the dit* : 
ficulry of nature, now accu- Þ 


fing the importunity of the 
world , now deploring .the 
 ſhortnefle of life, now bla» 
ming the lipperinefle , of 
fortune, and in a word, ſha- 
king, by any <xcuſe,the fault 
from. themſtlves , while a'l 
theſe. evils wicht be moſt 
happily redrefſ'd, and good 
*things promoted ( fo farre 
4$ the ſtate of man and the 
world would permit”) by a 
free communication of all 
things among good men. .. 
Which being obſerved by 
the wiſeſt of men both in at 
cient and modern timeath 
/ gathere 


| 


bg 
ere 
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gathered into ſocieticy, re- 
galaced by ſuch orders as 


'they had agreed on among 


themſelves ; ſo that , what 
was beyond the power 'of 
one man or a few might be 
ſupplied, ſtrengthened, and 
( as it were) admitted to the 
participation of the whole 
world, by the joint aſſocia» 
tion of many : which ever 
brought along with ir ſuch 
an apparent commodi:y and, 
expediteneſle , that beſides 
abundance of weal:th,it hath 
contributed a great gcal of 
knowledge of the world,and 
conſequently much fuell to 
humane curiofaty. 

Yea and Antichriſt, that 
he might to the utmoſt of 


bis 


- -# 


p. 
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his power oppoſe his de» 
teſted Chriſt, bath fili'd the 


World with mulciplicity of 


faQions,not ſo much to pro- | 


cure ſecurity and contrnt ta 
his adherents 3 as that him- 
ſelf, being the firlt mover, 
might turn about all che in- 
feriour orbs at his pleaſbre, 
and move the World by En- 


gines of his own placing, | 


and by ſuch means uſurpe a 
rerrene deity , which hath 
been anſwered with fuch ſuc- 
ceſſe, that no one man hi- 
therto hath more odiouſly 
deceived the reſt, more cra'- 
tily overcome them , nor 
more haughtily reign*d over 
them, So that it may juſtly 


be thought a wonder » the | 
World 


| 


| 
! 
} 
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World bcing as it were re- 
newed, all its decaies relto- 
red under the ſunne- of Relij- 
gion and noon- tide of Lear- 
ning, why fo many of. the. 
beſt and wiſeſt do (atisfie 
themlel ves with abaredehire 
of a Colledge or ſociety of. 
beſt things, and afſume not 
boldnefſe to endeavour to 
riſe to the higheſt pitch of. | 
humane felicity, that ſo they 
night exhibit both in body”. 
and mind a perfe&t copy of 
Chriſtian Imitarion, and ſo 
knit themſelves with the gol- 
den chain of charity, that all 
might not want what the 
moſt mercifull God hath gi- 
ven to any one, nor any ene 
what the ſame mercifull = 
ecacr 
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ther had. beſtowed on them 
{ all : eſpecially ſecing the fa» 
cility, ſweetnefle, and evi» 
{ dent uſe of this ſociety is 
ſuch, that it may raiſe up a 
| mind even immerl'd in the 
| dregges of Earth,much more 
ſtirre forward any one a(pi- 
ring Chriſtian liberty and 
| communion in the way of 
| heaven, ; 

Yet there are not ſome 
wanting that ſuppoſe that a 
good defignement approved 
and thirſted after by a ma=- 
ny, may notwithſtanding 
be ſometime brought into 
| form, knit and raiſ'd by the 
animoſity of a few, and per=- 
haps one individuall, which 
although it be ſhapelefle and 


low 
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low at the firſt, it may by de* 
orees gather ſtrength and 
form, and by a concourſe of 
Gods bleſſings riſeup to a 
certain majeſty, that ſo it 
may be evident there are 
ſome ſparks of goodneffe 
diſper''d every where , but 
they do not often ariſe into 
flames? and mindes' illumi- 
nated from above, are not 
incident to all bur onely 
(vme certain times © upon 
which ground, give me leave 
to put that inco aR, which 
hath been ſo long in wy 
wiſhes, 

In theſe our times ſome 
who would have given their 
names to Chriſt,and abjur*d 
the World, reſoly'd to come 
bine 
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bine themſelves :nto 3 (0ci- 
ety3 which 8s it would be 


and vanity» 10 
and further- 
s of rue 


1eyy,can 


Gncere Literature, 
3 men and defi- 


yen, while they 
e (hack\'d withchains 


| charity» 31 
cation Cf all neceffaries 3n 

| Ornaments of this life, the 
| mon caution 


| 
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ledge of what hath been dife 


covered fince the creation, 
and in a word enjoy a gol- 
den; tranquillity and reſt in 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 

This engagement being 
harmlefſle, not inquinKed 
with any laws or rules of 
World, will diſcover to any 
good man and Jover of 
Chriſt irs facility and ſup» 
port of happy life, and pro- 
fer a communion of gifts, 
ſince it aimes at and defres 
nothing <Iſe but what Chrift 
himſelf defired,the Apoſtles . 
urged,the Church promores, 
and all Chriſtians ate obli- 
ved to, to wit, honour to 
God, civility to na ure, cul- 
ture to mankind- not onely 
in 
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in words but in reall ai. 


Ons, 

Moreover this lociety is 
not to diflalye any order of 
| life, neither calls any man 
( unlefle upon great neceſli- 
'ty ) from his own vocation 
and courſe cf life, but ir 
Icaves the body any where, 
onely knits the minds in 
Cori, which being compo» 
ſed to the Guties of Picty 
Honeſty and Wildome, ir 
will be caſte fo ro order all 
things, that the Head of ihe 


Order ( Chriſt )be nor in* * 


jur'd, or ftllowthip withthe 
world (:0 which this ſociety 


doth profefſe oppofition )res | 


newed, but that,the heart the 
chief of all the Chriſtian 


Organs | 


d 


> 5&5 og. — A a 5. 
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Organs being purged, a'l the 
reſt may be compoſ'd toa 
{weet Harmeny of ſoul' and 
body. 

T he ſcope of this Chriſti» 
an ſociety 1s ſolely this,after 
confellion of the reformed 
Proteſtant Religion , and 

rofeffion of reformation of 
life; to follow all means of 
knowing truth and doing 
gaod, to make uſe of what 
iS already found out, ro diſ- 
cover things falſely reputed 
for truths, to renounce all 
cultomes of the world to 
obey the commandments of 
Chriſt, or ina word to re- . 
preſent and exprefſe the 
doQrine and manners of 
our Saviourgin heart,geſture 


; andexpreſſion, The 


Iz . 4 Abdel of 


The Head of the ſociety 
is a Germane Prince, a man 
moſt illuſtrious for his piety 
learning and integrity, who 
hath under him ewelve Col- 
leagues, his privy Counſel» 
lers, every one emincat for 
lome gift of God. 


TT hree of theſe are accouns 


ted chief. Nt, the firſt who is * 


Preſident of Religion,rhe (cs 
cond of Vertue, & the third 
of Learning; the reſt are dis 
vided into three combinati- 
ons, the Divine, the Cenſor, 
and the Philoſopher: the Po- 
litician y the Hiſtorian and 
. the O:conomiſt : the Phyli- 
tian, the Mathematician and 
the Philologiſt;, all. Ger» 


-manes * to whom are en»! 


truſted! 


m_ - 


| 


- 
: 
: 


| 
, 


= 
Py 


| 
ol- 
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' trufted the ſecrets of the ſo- 


*ciety, to diſpoſe of them to 
= them, bots ro be mo» 
Aderate judges and Atbiters 
of the reſt of the members of 
the ſociety, to which - end at 


. Certain and conyenicnt times 


(God permitting )they meet, 
to contribute . their judge» 


ments by letters concerning 


the publick ſafety, to pre» 
vent approaching enormis 
ticS;to conſider of wholſome 
counſeils offered, to admit 
ſuicers into offices, to ſeek 
for good men,' and to ads 
vance the (pciety by all 
means and wayes whatſoc- 
Vers 

Unto «theſe are added o- 


; ther men tendring faith and 


the 
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1 
the propagation of the , 
Kingdome of heaven, of ati ! 


uncertain number ; illuftri- | 


ous for deyotion, Charity 
and Wiſdome , the know- 


ledge and * experience of | 
whoſe Vertues had before | 


commended them to the ſo- 
ciety. Theſe are helpfull to 
the ſociety, by their Autho® 
rities, eſtates or proſperous 
management of affairs, but 
agrecing all in this, to wit, 
to ſlight the world, labour 
for heaven,forget things car» 
nall and be verſed in og 
ſpirituall, whereof the reſult” 
is, that they not onely know; 


Oo! 


x1 


among themſelyes, and love} 


what mild, noble, and hea-! 
venlysſpirited men, Germ#} 
| n"ſ! 


| 
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the | Dy may afford diſperſed up 


4 and down, but alſoby a mu- 


Fry ' tuall communication of af- 
it \ fairs, the benefits of forrain 
in countreys are knowny Truth 


T is made to ſhine forth, and 
P | integrity to flouriſh, but eſpe- 
_ cially that they on whom, 
” { rough more ingenious 
pirits,)adverſe fortune hath 

caſt the ſhackles of want 
and obſcurity, might by the 
bounty of the Colleagues, be 
freely admitted to thoſe 
things whereunto their 
+ thoughts aſpire, and that 
mou they being as *ewere weary 
| of life, becauſe of misfors 

| unes and- encombrances , 
| might become agill , the 
74 crookednefſe of this warlds 
ermÞ} manners 


ny! 
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manners might be reRtified, 


AY 

and other priviledges of | 
rer Philoſophy be wtcrtds | 
all which ſhoulda man con- of 
Gider, and withall bow great | |, 
t and furtherance it | |, 


ings to his profeſſion, and | 

condition of life ( wherein |! 
he cannot at all be hindred ) | ,; 
he would willingly grace | © 
the ſociety wich his nobility, | 1;, 
enrich ic with his wealth , pre 
promote it by his endea«| 
vours, dire@ it by his coun-| p,) 
ſell, or by whatway God! per: 
enables him , procure the ng 
proſperity of the ſociety. Chr 
1, Ic is the Cuty of him |, 
who is ſer over holy things Cr, 
to make known the purity} v,,,, 
of Chriſtian Religion, nolf a; pq 
Rain'd 


* 2iin'd by any corrupt here* 
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fies, that it bring not mens 
minds into {uſpenfion,. bur 
that it ſhew it ſelf to be ſo as 
having foundation in the 
holy'word of God, the teſti- 
mony- of the Church and 
conſent of the world - requi= 
ring the ſame worſhip of 


God which Chriſt by his 


lively word and example 


| preſcribed , exating Cans 
| dour, Simplicity, Humility, 
| Patience, Liberality, Tem« 
; perance, Chaſtity , Suffer» 


ng, and fuch like badges of 
Chriſtianity 3 commending 


unto men the word of 


Croſſe and Light, ftraightly - 


| provoking in all as many 
q as have given up their names 
B - 


ra 
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to Chriſt, and to this ſociety | 


an emulation of Chriſt, 


2. Who is chief in Vers | 
eue, applies the Rules and | 


Laws of nature, which af- 


ford admonitions of humas ! 
nity and- kindnefley, and al» ' 


lure men by the examples of 
things well done and Ipo- 
ken: namely,how that in all 
ages and times, and under 
what kind of religion [ocver, 


Vertues have had their place 


and honour. T hat fith Heas 
thens have willingly com- 


plyed to the injunRions of 


reaſon, it may not be 
thought much in us Chriſtis| 
2ns, to propoſe unto our] 
ſelves that equaliry of leg 
which ifnotto Hzaven, yet! 

a 
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to our Countrey ſeems moſt 
conformable , at leaſt may 
not be inferiour to thac me*+ 


deration of Gentiles : for 
unto us, from the inſuffer- 


| able bondage to ſo many 


caſtomes, it procures Chri- 
{tian liberty, out of an infi- 
nite diſproportion a come 
poſed equability, our of ſo 
many envyings and ſlaugh- 


' ters mutuall concord and 


good will, Truly whoever 
ſhall examine his affairs ac- 
cording to 'nature, whether 
they conſiſt in good name, 


; money, aſſiſtance or coun- 
* fell, he will honour them 


with lefle. opinion and li- 

king. 
3. Who is Prefident of 
B > Learning, 
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Learning , hath a* great 
charge lying upon him : for 
now- in the worlds weak | 
nefle, moſt humane affairs | fir 
are committed to Learning, | of 
the maſſe whereof is become | be 
infinite, which fills not the | fre 
world ſo much with truthas | w* 
falſehood, not ſo much with | fa 
ſolidity as curioſity z there= | thi 
fore ſtands ic us much upon | Þy 
(as farreas inus lies )ro Nt 
weed out the ſuperfluiry of all 
humane Learning z re:ure | 86 
ning onely what may ſurther * ven 
the Chriſtian,and that chiefs! | 
ly, becauſe moſt are of opi- | Nin 
nion, that it were better not} lon 
to have to do with that im«$ and 
pure maſſe, {then to ſhare | {cie! 
with others{in the misfor-} On ] 
| tunes | 
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tunes which accompany the 
attempt of it. But we can- 
not {light Learning, ſuppo- 


| fingic paſſes nor the limits 
; of Chriſtian mplicityz and 


be not obſtruRive to the 


| freedome of the fſovl): nay 


we ſhould promote ir fo 
farre as that diſcovering 
this univerſe unto us, we are 
by it convinced of the emptie 
nefſle and imperfeRtion of 
all things, and have our af- 
feRions raiſed towards ha» 
yen. | 
The Profefſour of Lear- 
ning therefore, when by 
long acquaintance in affairs 
and evolution of humane 
ſciences, he hath compoſed 
on Idza of Learning, buſies 
I bimſelf 
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himſelfonely in that, and fo 
by the help of that confiſtens! 


. Cyof (o. many ſciences, he! 


communicates himſelf bet-) 
ter to any docill ingeny, For! 
ſeeing to the obtaining of (0 
ſeverall kinds of Learning] 
the travell, induſtry, and life, 
of one man cannot ſuffice, 
yea though the ſcrutiny of 
former ages further much: 
it'will be worth our [abour, 
to give a brief view of (o ma- 
ny diverſe things, that one 
may ſee as it were in a hea 
venly market,what and hoy 
great things, the great Cro 
atour hath youchſafed man 
Moreover ſeeing by t 
opinions of ſome and byt 
perlwaſion and authority 
| othery 
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others, things contrary drif- 
ted to truth are forced upon 
us , whereof no man may 
preſume fully ro determine, 
we muſt (bearing with the 
weaknefle of mankind) ex- 
amine and reform according 
to heavenly light, and ſo reſt 
with Chriſt : which though 
it ſeem an attempt greater 
then many would under« 
take, yet did they but confi. 
der with themſelves, what 
great gifts God is wont t5 
beſtow on thoſe whom he 
hath deſtined to the Refor- 
mation of things, and to 
what greatnefle, humane 
:f1irs have riſen from ſmall 
brginnings, and what ſuce 
cle the excell:ncies of 
B 4 great 
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great wits have, they would 


not deſpair of ſome great | 


ifſue of their endeavours. 
To this end did men 
ver('d in diverſe faculties 
and ſtudies meet together, 
that while all were conſcious 
of their own failings, they 


might take notice of what | 


corruptions had crept ing 


before one whom they ac- | 


knowledzed Diretour,who 
having h:ard the opinions 
of all;extraRed what ſeemed 
beſt, being fo carefull to re» 
medy their evils and provide 
for their goodzthat a capable 
and hopefull ingeny did not 
w:nt any thing it deſired, 


but was admitted to a uni- 
| verſall comemplation of ate | 


fairs, 


| 
| NM 


ton 


K 


: 
Sy | 
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{ fairs, and breviary of all 


Learning. But ſuppoſing it 
aſpired the perfetion of a» 
ny one ſcience, it ſhou'd be 
furniſhed with all inſtru. 
men:s requiſite to farther 
ſuch an employment( which 
in ſore places are hard to 


| begorren:) ſo that he mighr 


attain Learning with lefſe 


' difficultie, and more eaſe 


and delighr, then might be 
dons at the ſchools, Which 
thingy, what furtherance,and 
freedome it affords the beſt 
wits, a wiſe man will conſi- 
der with great pleaſure and 
admitation, 

And ſeeing our Germane 


; tongue is of that perfeRion * 


as to contain and expreſſe 


all 
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allhumane things ( if it be! 


uſed and ſtudied ) nay we 
are inthis endcbted to our 


Countrey, thatby the full-! 
nefle thereof we are freed, as 


much as may be, from the 


Tyranny of other languages, 


| ſothatwe admit net onely 
ſuch as have b:en brought 


'BÞ at (chool, but other! 
tratable witsto th: hand- 


ling and contemplation of 
the gifts of God : it hath 
ſeemed good unto us, that 
the chief traRts of all (ciency 
ſhould be fer forth in ow 
own tongue, which though 
at firſt Gghr ir ſeem hard 
and intraQable, by the ex- 
erciſe of a few ycars will be! 
come fo pleaſant, thar wt 
non! 
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' now diſclaim that emulati- 


on and indiſcretion of ours 
in labouring for the Latine 
tongue with fuch eagernefſe 
and coſt above the reft, with 
the lofle of many years and 


_ much wearinefle to our 


ſelves Not that we can wanc 
the Hebrew Greek and La- 
tine, or ſhght the clegancies 
of other tongues which are 
highly ſer by in a ſociety; bur 
ſtooping to thoſe who, 
though endued with quick- 
nelſe of wit, have net leiſure 
for the attaining of diverſe 
tongues, and that a doore 
may be opened to ſearch out 
Gods works, which the 
Grammarians haye dam» 


m'd ups 7 The 
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4. The: Divine to that 
end hath Books , «treating | 
not onely of the Fundamens- | 
. talls of Religion , but the | 
depth of all wiſdome, Policy | | 
and Power, and of the com- | | 
polure of this Univerle, 2; 
where he finds Chriſt our | | 
Centre, and the Frince of | e 
all eruch and goodn: fle,to| t 
* whom unlefle we belikned, | n 
i” * all our performances are! f 
lame; heoppoſeth Atheiſme | ar 
and all ungodlineſſe, - but bt 
chiefly Hypocrifie, which he | wi 
knows hath ever been ob-| co 
ſtruRive to Chriſt, and dif | of 
compoled even the biſt| tio 
things : therefore he impor» the 
tuncs men to ſerve God, to} the 
heare him, to obey him, to} the 
love 


hat 
ing | 
en» | 
the 
licy | 


mz 


— © - _— -—— 
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love him, and to be ſo poſe 
ſefſed of him, that through 
his name, they may abſtain 
from the blandiſhments of 
the world, Wherein if he 
prevaile, good God ! what 
al:eration will ſeize on the 
life, counſels, affeRions and 
endeayonrs of man, what 
things we ſhall willingly 
negle&, and ſlight, how we 
ſhall be content ro ſuffer 
and obey otherwiſe then 
before ! So that the Bible 
which was the ſubje& of 
contention, and magazine | 
of hot and emulous diſputa» 
tions, will become unto us 
the Garriſon of our faith, 
the holy place of prayers, 
the encloſure of charity , the 


ſtorehouſe 
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Rtorchouſe of Myſteries, the | 


ſchool of Virtues and the 
Theatre of Wildome, 


5. The Politician knits | 


humane ſociety , with the 
bonds of right and juſtice, 
and fo builds up our conver- 


ſation ro a ſubſerviency to | 
the end wherefore we w:re | 


created, this life being but | 


2 Preludium or Preface to 
that which hereafter we ſhall 
enjoy in heaven, He weighs 
werldly Policy, and by Chris 
ftian light and equality con- 
fiders the forms of come 
monwealths, and corre&Qs 


their diſtempers. He avoids 


confuſion and looſenefſe but 
chiefly Tyranny,under what 


preſence ſocever it cloak ®t 
| ſelf, 


—-. 
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ſelf, and ſets in Oppoſition 
to them the kingdome of 
God, which he ſands for 
by his ſo many inſtruRions : 
but eſpecially pointing'us to 
our head Chriſt, who as he 
did redeem all and every of 
his with his precious bloud, 
ſoit is fir he ſhould ordain 
laws of equality, and ſhould 
preſcribe degrees of Offices 
and Chriftian Hierarchy. 
Whom did we obey, none 
would groan under the eaſic 
yoke of the Goſpe!, and de- 
fire more liberty then this 
neighbours ſervant. 

6, The Naturaliſt is a 
Tenant of this earth, and as 
it were the treaſurer of na- 
ture, whence he ſearches 
motions, 
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motions, differencies , uſes 
and excellencies of all crea- 
tures, and makes them as 
"were Tributaries ro Mar» 


kind ; he looks carefully in | 


to both worlds, finds out, 
acknowledges and wonders 
at the Omnipreſence of 
God, but eſpecially doth he 
ſhew himſeifin emulation of 
the terrcne God, that is 
man, and gets together the 
experience of many ages, 
and by diſpoſing it into or- 
der, doth as*twere rear an 
Amphitheatre of humane 
wiſdome. He ſtrenuouſly 


oppoſes Fables and Opini-| 


ons , eſpecially Sophiftry 
which while by obſcure 
words and reaſonings , it 
pollelſes 


j 
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| poſſeſſes mens minds and 
| diſtrats them, it onely 


ſtrives to draw us from 


; things to words, from ex« 
; perience to conjeRures,from 


events to guefles, from ſeri- 


; ous things to Toyes, and in 
' a word from the light of 


heaven to the darknefe of 
Earth, that ( if poſſible YYie 
might take away. and de- 
ceive uS!, by ſpecious im- 
poſtures and faſcinations of 
that which God hath liber- . 
ally offered z whereof if by 


| admonition we beware, *cis 


unexprefſible what abun- 


| danceand what Variety of 
| things will be diſcovereds 


7. Now follows another 
Triumvirate , whereof the 
ficſt 
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firſt is call:d the Cenſor , 
who is preſerver of Order in| 
the ſociety, and the Miſter! 
of the Ceremoni:s. Har) | 
mony of Manners and an! 
endeavour of Chriſtian love; 
moſt commend this man:! 
and therefore it is he ;of 
compoſes the di\f[Jonancy 
the Colleagues and recon- 
ciles them. This man brings 
into order the differences q 
degrees, and Prerogatives of *%; 
bloud 3; and fo diſpoſes:off 
 Jome mens qualities and & th 
thers forwardnefle, by at fg, 
ingenuous proportion, thif ij 
they hinder not Chriſtias ex| 
charity, and draw on nt 
incjvility ner confuſion; if Hy 
afignes every man fome boy tg 
No! 
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nour whereof he may not 
boaſt, but remember what 
part he aQs in this ſcene, to 
referre all to the g'ory of his 
Creatour, He takes down 
the ſwelling of mens minds, 
andere&s poverty, by buma- 
nity and liberality, and ( as 
much as may be ) prevents 
the frowardnefſe of fortune 
which ſometimes makes the 
preateft wits to ſtoop: laſtly 
"ris his care to preſeryeto in- 
culcate, and promote all 
thoſe orders which he hath 
found proficablero the Chri- 
ſian ſociety, as likewiſe to 
exhort to mutuall love. 

$8. The ſecond is the 
Hiſtorian a man not onely 
to be experienced in Anti- 


quitys 


36 A Modell of 


quity, but alſo to be verſed en 
in the” affairs of the preſent | \, 
age who by his acquain- | ,, 
tance with earth hath lear- | ,j 
ned to defire heaven : this | »,, 
man repreſents the deeds,en- | 14, 
a&ions, iny:ntions and ſay= | 4, 
ings of. men and ages, pro-| p, 
poles patterns as well \fche| thi 
kingdome of Chriſt as of the! ,,,1 
Tyranny of Satan, the Op» | j,, 
poſition of goed, the:mon+} 
ſtrouſncle ofevil,the imprile} pg, 
onment of truth rhe Viao-} Gy, 
ries{of falſehood, the obſcuri-} af, 
ty of reaſon, the fame of! 411, 
wicked men,and on the one} here 
ſide allures by that which is|up t, 
right, and on the other de*ſpare, 
terres by the uglinefſe of thit} 
which is unjuſt, For it is4ſtheqy, 
grea 
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great adyantage to ſee the 
wonders God had ſhewn in 
tn” | other Ages and mans com» 
r- | plyance or rcfiftance, as , 
5 | *twere in a map or glafle, 
i- | Hence he skirmiſhes againſt 
yJ* | the ſupine negligence of 
'0- | Barbariſme, which even in 
he} this open Theatre of God, 
the walks with ber cyes ſhut and 
Pp» |. her ears ſtopped, intending 
N*} nothing but whar is beſtiall. 
riſe} For who are ignorant of 
20- } God, and negle&full of the 
utt-} affairs of carth and them=- 
_ off ſelves, are onely cramm'd 
one} here below, and do not look 
h is}up to the deity, gor particis 
de-Jpate of Erernitie. 

thi} 9g, The third is the Mas» 
C 1SIſhematician a man of won« 


gies derfall 
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derfull (agacity,whgapplycs| of 
the inſtruments of all Arts! w/: 
and inventions of man : his! wi 
bulinefle lies about number! tic 
meaſure and weight ; he ble 
knews the commerce that is} te; 
between heaven and earthz} for 
here is there as large a field} Art 
to be rill'd by humane Ins tial 
duſtry,as in nature:for every; con 
part of Mathematicks re4 it i: 
quires aſeverall and hu thee 
moſt laborious Artiſt, which enr: 
nevertheleſſe muſt all aim at; Arc, 
this mark, namely to cons are 
template the Unity of Chrilt roga 
among ſo many admirable ſtrer 


| Inventions , of numbring| realc 


meaſuring and weighing, & nifel 
to obſerve the wiſe archi 1« 
te&ure of God in the fabvri anot] 
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yes| of this Univerſe, Hitherto 
irts! will the Mechanicks afliſt 
his! wich heir {lights and ſubtil 
ber; ties which arc not ſo igno- 
he! ble and fordid as the Sophi- 
it is} ers pretend, but rather ſet 
thz} forth the aſe and practice of 
eld} Arts,and therefore very par= 
Ins tially are diſeſteem'd in 
zery, compariſon of loquacity, But 
Y it is the part of a true Ma» 


atal thematician to adorn and 
hicy enrich them with Rules of 
n at: Art, whereby mens labours 
-on* are diminiſhed, and the Pre- 
kriff rogative of induſtry, and the 
able firength and dominion of 
ring! reaſon are made more maz= 
5, nifeſt. 
rchi4 10. There remains yet 
wich another Triumvirate, wheres» 
; of 
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of in 'this learned ſociety] c 
there is great account : the} t 
hiſt is the Philoſopher, off » 
the ſe& of thoſe old Philo.) d 
ſophers, who by glimmering! el 
of nature came to the light d 
of heaven : Hegas the Diving m 
hath the written word, hatl} ir 
the printed word , and in} fe 
contemplation of this viſible |: 
world finds the Creatour} rt 
and worſhips him : his Nady ar 
1s ſubjeRated in nature and 

the Creatures, w hence he ob4 co 
ſerves the changes and con Ag 
f&s of life and death, light ftr 
and darkneſſe, truth and wh 
f-llchood, and diſcerns] hat 
them by the rayes of Chrilt cuc 
an Religion, Moreover kf fail 
weighes the endeayours,proj que 
cceding 
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ceedings and 'Jabours of 
thole admired wits, to 
whom it was given in mide 
darknefle, to ſee ſomewhat, 
eſpecially he examines that 
defired tranquillity of the 
mind, & draws it to Chriſt, 
in whoſe tranſcendent pers 
teions and excellencics he 
ſtands amazed, and in thar 
relpet upbraids Chriſti» 
ans of their indocility. 

11, Theſecond is the Oe» 
conomiſt, not onely ſeen in 
Agriculture,and the adminis 
ſtration of houſhold affairs, 
which by happy Rudy he 


| hath attained to, but conſpi- 


cuous for his great $kill and 
faithfullnefſe.. The exche- 
quer of the ſociety gathered 

C out 
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out of the liberall contribus| 
tion of the Coll:ayues, u! 


committed to this mans 
cuſtody, It belongs to him to 


keep all treaſures of the {ocis 


ety ſafe, toreceive and lend 
forth Jerters, to beprovided 
of fic men for diveiie imy 


ployments, to bettniy a'my,! 


as aiſoro b: hclptull ro the 
meanec ot the fociety ; all 
things wherein the wh-JJc ſo} 
ciety is 11it.relted are in- 
trultcd to him , that what 
ſeems good ts the fociery he 
ſhould faithfully dilputch , 
buy, (cil;hire, borrow, for no, 
doubt expcnces may be law- 
full in chis way, that grea! 
men. might have the affairs] 
af, diyexle Countreys and 
not 
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not a fained but reall Image 
of the world repreſented un- 
to them * that noblemen 
might ſee and hear their e- 
qualls in Virtues wirnefles 
and Irumpeters of their 
own 3 that rich men might 
have opportunity to make 
ule of their wealth & obrain 
truer pleaſures ; that learned 
men might enjoy the benefic 
of other acute and excellent 
;Wits: that poore men might 
in their need find ſure bene- 
factours: that they who have 
children might provide for 
their education and turelage; 
that they that are afflited 
might find redrefle, and that 
all of the ſociety might by 
the expence of money enjoy 

2 the 
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the greateſt benefits. For 
thoſe onely have right to be | 
their heirs who ſeek God & | 
premote the kingdome of | 
Chriſt : who ſerve & ſuccour | 
every good man, and who | 
equally devote themſelves to | 
Piety, Honeſty & Learning, 
O unhappy treaſures which | 
got together contrary to þ 
Gods word, are (pent upon | 
ungodlineflſe, and amongſt 
wicked men * bur happy | 
riches which gathered | 
through the bleſſing of God | 
are ſpent upon Chriſt, 
whereof good men receive | 
the bench, WS 

12. The third-is the P his | 
lologilt who mancipates his 
endeayours to the ſtudy » 
t 
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the Tongues, and to the ele« 
gancy of Learning, He is a- 
gainlt the commonaly of 
Grammarians, who in lear- 


| ning (et moſt by the Phraſe, 


but lead men through the 
ate of the Tongues in the 
Rockes fields of Wiſdome, 


! Policy and goodnefle , and 


thence teaches men to ſerve 


| God, adorn their lives and 


elevate their fancies. He op» 


' poſes the depraved cuſtomes 
| of ſchools, when youth not 
; religiouſly brought up, are * 


hardly brought to Chriſt , 


{ but rather are led by the 


| muddy wayes of this world, 


i- | athing not to be approved 


of 2a man aſpiring heaven. 
Therefore Chriſtian ſchools 
4 
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come within the care of the 
ſociety, and are provided for 
their own children, that is, 
the lefler Chriſtians & A 
prentiſes of heayen, not for! 
luch as have given up their| 
names to wickednefle ; our! 
Philologiſt is the overſeer of| 
this ſchool, a man ſeriouſly! 
devour ofa laudable life and; 
exaQ> diſcipline, whoſe being, 
Preficent of liberall wits 
much advances the Chriſti. 
an liberty, 

T hele twelve do Gniſhthe 
firſt round, without injury 
or impeachment to thereft, 
for the judicature and di 
tribution of endeavours is 
ſometimes granted to them 
upon evidence of their Vit- 

tues, 


w_ v3 ﬆ, A; wo =I'Q9 
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tues, neither is every faculty 
confined to one ſort of per- 
ſons,but made up of the con- 
jun&tion of many : ſo the 
Divine hath as Adjutants, 
Preachers. Diſputanrs, Cone 
remplatours ; the Politician, 
Lawyers, Covnſellcrs; the 
Natura'l:t, Phyfitians, Ana= 
romiſts, Surgeons: the Hiſto® 
rian,* Chronologers , Geos 
eraphers, Travellers ; the 
Mathe' atictan, Mufitians, 
Mechanicks : Philoſopher, 
Chymiſfls, Meralliſts ; the 
Occonemiſt, Printers, Eſpi= 
alls, M-fſengers : the Philo- 
logiſt, Lopicians, Rhetorie 
cians, Poers :al' have ſuch 
Adjurants as way encreafe 
their Profefſions, and have 
© 4&6 nn 
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more faith and care to the! . 
common bulinelle , ſeeing | — 
that they have willingly a- | 4; 
greed in Chriſt, to be help. p 
full one to another in ſetting | a 
forward the work of Chrilt, | ; 
endeavouring to reſiſt the 
world, and with Gods afſis þ ” 
ſtance to ſhake of the yoke FR 
of Satan. 2 Bos” 
For this Society is requi- | c 


redagood man, what rank 
or condition ſoever he be of; | (o 
learned, or anlearned, rich | 
or poore, old or young, | 
whoſe goodnefle ſhall conſiſt | ,; 
in his love to Chriſt; hatred | 
of the world, and charity to- | 
wards his neighbour : who | 4, 
weary of the preſent vanity, | a 
and conſcious of his own | py 
imper- 
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imperfe&ions, is deſirous of 
Chriſtian liberty and accor» 
dingly labours for it, 

This is the firſt aNvd chief- 
eſt Qualification, that a no+ 
ble man,or a rich manor an 
excellently 'learned many or 
a politick or proje&ive man 
ſh1ll be moſt welcome, 

For the greater the gifts of 
God are, the greater means 
haye we to provide for our 


our treaſures to the ſanRua- 
ry of Chriſt, whereof this is 
the beſt means, that trength 
riches |\learning and endea- 
yours put together we might 
become as *twere one Chri- 
ſian body,(a thing impoſſ= 
ble ro fingle ml )and 

Cs withall 
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withall diſcover to our ſe! vey 
alwell as our brechren the 
p:ohits and knowledge of the 
world; which in a ſeperation 
would be very difficult, | 

Neither is there any rea-| 
{on,that becauſe of the com. 
manion of Society, it were 
lawfull for us to. caſt of the 
care of houſes and families, 
and leave our condition of| 
life z  fich moſt things are! 
done by letters, ſealed with 
faithfullnefſe and Glence,un 
lefle the buſinefle be ſuch as: 
' requires the. concerning of! 
many ;ſono man ſha be/ 
preſſed beyond his power! 
and abiliry, but a buſinefle 
of ſo great concernment 
ſhall be managed and dif. 
patched 


were 
f the 
lies, 
n of} 
; are! 
with) 
UN 
ch as! 
g of 
| be: 
"wer: 
nefle 
nent 
dil 
ched 
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patched altogether out cf 
freewill, Whereof certainly 
if Chriſtian love be the rule 
and meaſure,ſo many excel- 
lent men vouchſafing their 


| concurrence and equanimi- 


ty,no man will ſtickto joyn 
his afteRion with the reſt to 
a Chriſtian adyantage, but 
will hope good things from 
the ſociety of good men: 
There ſhall not need many 
laws and injunRions to de- 
terre b-ginners 3 for if one 
whom God hath enriched 
witz excellent gifts hath ap- 
proved himſelf to any mem= 
bee of the ſociety, doubtlefſe 
out of the facilicy of his na 
ture he will accompliſh and 
pertorm beyond hope, that 
which, 
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which may advance the ho-| 
nour adyantage and Propy! 
gation of the ſociety : the! 
fignes and Qaalifications| 
ſhall be ſuch as theſe: to pro-| 
fefle the true proteftant Res 
ligion, to put on a fervent 
love and tendernefle of afſis| 
 Rance towards the ſociety. 
To diſengage himſelf from 
- the fellowſhip and vanity of 
the world ; to keep ſecrets 
with all faichfullnefſe ; wil- 
lingly to ſuccour his neigh-| 
bour in need: to be carefull 
to promote the common bu- | 
fineſſe,and ſo every way give | 
evidence of his faith to God, | 
his Charity towards his} 
n«<ighbour, and endow ments 
to Poſterity, 

Nay 
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Now the God in whoſe 
name this is begun, grant 
that it may lincerely ſerve 
him and the glory of Chriſt 
in this dotage of the world, 
that it may conduce to the 


good of men, prefl'd with 


burthens of earth, that ir 
may diſcover the trea- 
cheries of ſatan among the 
many . pollutions of this 
world, that it may call 
back the wellnigh baniſh» 
ed virtues, gainſay ill Cu- 
ſtomes, propagate learning 
caſhier ail Barbariime, and 
miy make us as many as 
have diſclaimed the ſervice 
of this world , do high'y 
prize and defire Chriſtian 
liberty, free, facile , ready 
and 
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and willing, and after a 
ſhort journey, give us ad- 
mittance into the glorious 
ſocicty of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
rpe:uall communion of 
the blefled Saints Amen, 


er 1 
ad- 
[ous 
and 
| of! 


The — 
Right Hand 


| Of 
Chriſtian Love 


offered. 


— 


t. JOHN F. 3, 

For this the love of God, 
thit we keep his com- 
mandments, and hu com- 
mandments are not gric- 
Vous. 
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The Right hand of 


Chriftian love 


| F- 24 Hat one man is as 
& 152, no man, and that 
£5) 73 all men do but as 
"wvw” *wwere make up 
one man 3 was the wiſe ob- 
ſervation of thoſe of old:For 
however one man excell ans 
| Oh:r, and ſone are zaifed to 
the higheſt pitch of honour z 
| yet hathir no: been granted 
toany man, either to be exe 
empt of humane weakneſle, 
or not to need mutuality of 
aſtance-but it is every good 
mans aim, by his endow- 
ments 


> —— 


_— _—_—_ co 
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ments and endeavours , 
contribute his afſiftance to 
the common bufincfle 
mankind, 

There are two kinds 0 
Publick endeavours-one out 
of conſtraint, the other vo 
luntary : the firſt is of the 
world, which oporeſſes al 
that give up their names un 
to it with hard bondage, and 
entertains them witl many 
unwelcome labours, gran 
ting no reſpite nor paying 
no wages, ſave to end thei: 
wretched lives with indig- 


nations and gratitude : 0! 
the other Chriſt is himſelf 
the Authour and chit, in 
that humane fimilitude & 
his acknowledging us his 
members, 
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members, binding us & ad- 
mitting us to many honour- 
able ations, cheriſhing,ani- 
mating, beautifiing this his 
body, and preparing it for 
further perfe&ion. There- 
fore as the- world hath its 
kingdomes and Empires , 
which by manifold bonds 
knir are together & united, 
ſo hath Chriſt his Church 
on earth, yet not exempt 
from the Tyranny of the 
world, or ſeated ind an inace 
c:fible rock, but ſo joyned 
& ſtr-ngthned by the bonds 
of mutuall charity, thar itis 
able to defend it (elf againſt 
the world, enjoy the benefits 
of exrth,and have a-commu= + 
nication of all good things 
within it (elf, And 


;s The Right band of 


And hence hath Chriſti 
friendſhip its Ociginall} co 
which farre tranſcends thi C 
moſt perfe& friendſhip of ſe 
this world, which doth na} « 
onely teach, and inculcan} ce 
what may be decent, advan bc 
eageous and delightfull, but w 
ſhews what may reconcile uf he 
to God,overcome (atan,con} w 
ſtrain nature, open heaven} of 
and keep under the fleſhy} a 
which though indeed it bi of 
rare even among Chriſtian} fr 
yet there hath been hereto! al 
fore and is in theſe our times! de 
ſuch a friendſhip , if w! be 
would ſtirre up thoſe whom! ſu 
the ſame holy ſpirit guides, y: 
and have an equall deſire df} 01 
mutuall aſſliftance «- | v! 
briſtia 
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1riſtiay Chriſtian friead({bip is the 


iginall concurrence of good men in 
ds th! Chriſt, with” a - purpoſe to 
ſhip &f ſerve God aright,(eriouſly to 
th na} entertain the Goſpel , fin- 
ulcat} cerely to love theic neigh- 
dvan4 bours, carefully to avoid the 
ll, buf world, really to labour after 
cile uf heaven, The Ancients in one 
1,con} word called it the imitation 
aven, of Chriſt, becauſe it implyed 
fleſhy | a conformity to the example 
it bx} ofour Saviour, and received 
Ran} from him laws, method,and 
ereto} all orders: which though un» 
times! der the myſtery of iniquity it 
f w! be much inquinated, & hath 
yhom| ſuffered much ſuperſtition , 
rides, yer ought not the errours of 
ire off our Anceſtours ſo diſpleale 
| U3, 2S that we ſhould excced 


iſtiaq in 
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in the defe& more then th4Þ? 
did in the excefle, and whif'<c 
we avoid the ſimplicity q®) 
former ages we ſhould {92 
off all obſervance and ad!) 
110n unto Chriſt. on 
1. Therefore this ſam! 
amiry, ought to knit goof ®" 
men, that is ſuch as bein} *® 
weary of the vanity and bai! ©® 
dage of thisworld,prize he P* 
ven,and with their heartdd * 
fare it, tro which end they gy '* 
to Chriſt, of whom ast la 
have the word of ſalyatiaq *' 
and the holy promiſes, ſodt *: 
they of him learn to walk# be 
right, receiving their hearth * 
to liberty out of the bonday! © 
and fetters of this world) P' 
compoſing other things wii ** 
paticnc: 
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hen thdpatience & rranquillity,and 
1d whilteceiving comfort of them 
icity by a mucuall communicati= 
11d {02 of all good gitcs,mutual- 
ly nftruting,chaltifing and 
encouraging une another, & 
$ ſac laltly enter into a proſpect 
; and dayly contemplation of 
5 beigf his world, Which thing 
nd bay! *Rough it be univerſally cx 
26 hey) P*dien: to all Chriſtians,yec 
eartd& thereis no realon why [ome 
they frw ſhould not propole this 
25 the 12w of love to themſelves, & 
Ivatiag £1v* both hands & hearts ro 
s,ſod{ > that it being circumſcri= 
walk Þ*d wich certain conditions 
r heartl they might enjoy it with bct= 
ondagy (er ſurecy,and ſtrengthin a 
world] Private manner : which fel- 
28 Wil lowſhipy no man of what 


atieſ dignity. 
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dignity or excellency ſoe 
if he hath learned Chrif 
cannot bur entertain, F 
Chriſtian love, which her: 
after ſhall poſſefſe heaven 
doth not misbecome,G 
nefſe, Nobility, Learning,e 
any endowment, but gra: 
its Profeſlour in any plac, 
time or condition,ſo farrei 
it from returning a ma 
more ignoble,and deveſt hin 
of his honours, that even 
cn2 ſhall be ſure to retail 
what he enjoyes:ſo Chriſtia 
affairs ſhall be better man 
aged having the badge df 
charity ; ſeeing all would bt 
a-counted the ſervants 
Chriſt, the redeemed of 
Chriſt, the members 
Chilt, 
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Chriſt, coheirs with Chriſt” 
# the Diſciples of Chriſt, and 


(which is the greateſt ho- 
nour of all( the Brethren of 
Chriſt, acknowledging no 
diffcrence in themſelves, bue 


| as aCting various parts in 


one ſcene, 
2, But this concurrence 


| implyes th2 profeſſion of the 


lame Religion, to wit that 


Which Chriſt himſelf .cſta- 


liſhed and taught us, and is 
in this old age of the world 
wonderfully reſtored, which 
though at this day it be fil- 
led with nothing but noiſe 
and contention , writings, 
threatnings, and an unſup= 
portable burden and num- 
dir of ceremonies, yet it doth 


D lefſe 
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lefle then it ought,draw and 
form us Chriſtians, and fo 
faſhion us to the example of 
Chriſt, and prevails more 
in word then works, there. 
fore doth it admoniſh us to 
be carefull that we reſt not 
in a bare name nor raſhly 
cenſure others, nor corrupt 
Chriſtian ſimplicity with 
the admixtion of the world, 
T hen at length ſhall we 
be of the beſt religion, if we 
worſhip the crue God, one 
in three , exprefled in the 
world,ſcen in his ſoveraign- | 
ty, and manifeſted in his 


word :if we underſtand how 


j 


chat man was at firſt perfeR, \ 

then loſt, afterwards reco- | 

yered, and laſtly to be _ | 
re 


| 
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red by the deſigne of mercy 
the work of love and accom» 
modation of faith, if we ad- 
mire the exinanition & ex» 
altation of Chriſt, knir in 
the myſtery of union, if we 
heare him as our Prophet, 
obey him as our King, and 
employ him as our Prieſt, 
that having fraught our 
ſouls within the Ark of his 
Church, we might by the 
gales of the holy ſpirit and 
the wafting of Ang:ls fail 
through the troubled ſca of 
this World into the haven of 
Erernitie. 

3. This is that which 
Chriſt willeth, all whoſe 
words declare unto us. the 
ardent loye of God,the moſt 

D 2 Ffaithfull 
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faithfull miniſtery of Chriſt, 


the carefull inſtru&ion of 
. the Holy ghoſt, the pleaſant 
yoke of our duty, the ſer- 
vile bondage of the World, 
the wicked impoſtures of 
ſatan, the ineffible price of 
heaven, whereby Chriſtians 
might be ſeparated and di- 
Ringuithed from world. 
lings, by faith, faſhion and 
manners, and be as "(were 
to outbrave all the monſters 
of Satan ; which unleſſe ob. 
tained , whatſoever things 
holy, or unholy ſpeak 
Chriſt, hat ever men form 
or reform, it will adyantage 
little or nothing, 

4+. TI his is that which 
ſhames our boeſting, and be» 
wrayes 
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wrayes in our hearts a negs 
leR, if not an hatred of our - 
neighbour, whom to love is 
the lymbole and badge of a 
Chriſtian; which love if any 
ſhould ſearch for between 
ſuperiours and inferiours, 
great men ' and mean men, 
noble and ignoble, clergy 
and laity, learned and un- 
learned, rich and poore, or 
other ſuch Chriſtians of ſe « 
yerall conditions, he will no 
doubt find a want, and ac- 
knowledge there is ſome- 
what unlike Chriſt, neither 
will thre be wanting a rea- 
ſon why he ſhould check his 
conlcience and ſecurity, and 
tremble at the triall of our 
charity, when between the 

D 3 children 
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children of God (o great dif- 
parity,and ſo unreaſonable 
' inequality ſhall appear. 


5, For wherein do ma» | 


ny,yea moſt Chriſtians dif- 
fer I will not (ay from Jews, 
Tutks & Heathens,bur that 
I may ſpeak more favour- 
ably from worldlings, who 
at their matriculation a» 
mong Chriſtians did all re» 
nounce the World, and pro: 
felſe an hatred, and perpetu- 
all rehRtance of ir, who ne» 


verthelefſe do now all live | 


according tothe rules, cere- 
monies and cuſtomes of the 
World, which are not onely 
alien and diverſe from 


Chriſtians, but even unap* | 
proved by reaſon and na- | 
cure, | 


| 
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ture, having no fear nor re» 
verence of the Goſpel, excu- 
ſing this their filthy life un» 
der the umbra.e of humane 
frailty z who are molt mo- 
deſt, caſt it on the merits of 
our Saviour, ſome more in- 
temperate ſuppoſe forgive- 
nefle cannot be denied them, 
& another ſort gather them- 
ſelves to libertiniſme, not 
onely of a diſcompoſed life, 
but profeſledly wicked, yer 
all confcſling Chriſt, and 
palliating him to their ai 
ons, | 

6, Therefore we inferre 
that none ought to be ace 
counted . truly and really 
Chriſtians, but who (o ear- 


,, *neſtly and Fg labour. 
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for heaven, that they are 
content with the Merchant, 
to joyn endeavour and 
wealth, and all :o ſerye that 
end, and for its ſake will 
ſtoutly undergo and pati- 
ently endure a | dangers, in 
compariſon of that , ſcorn 
all the \ſpecious blandiſhe 
ments of the World, and re« 
fer to that all their wiſhes 
and deſerts of their labours, 
and live as ſtrangers on 
earth, thinking it belongs 
* not to them, tobe carefull 
of the World, v herein they 
are bur Pilgrims, who 
though they cannot through» 
ly put of the flcſh, but are 
. hindred, and fear ever and 
.anon, becauſe of the weak- 
neſle 
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neſſe and intraQtableneſſe 
thereof, yet never ſubmir 
their necks {o to the yoke of 
the world, as to procced in 
the broad way, but by conti- 
nuall endeavours and cxer- 
citations, and by mutuall 
incications and defices im- 
ploring the aſſiſtance of 
God , attend oneiy thar 
which they find acceptable 
ro God, and diſplealing to 
Satan, 

Therefore whenſoever a 
man remembreth he is a 
Chr.ftian, ſo often ſhould he 
call ro mind, the obligation 
which he made, to believe, 
think, ſpeak, defire, ſuffer, 
learr,>therwiſe then he who - 
gives up his name to the . 

D5 World, 
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World, otherwiſe I ſay, al- 
together, (ith Chriſt, is of 
unrceconciled enmity with 
the World, and requires all 
his to be ſuch. For ſeeing a 
Chriſtian expeRs the great- 
elt and beſt things, and the 
molt extreme puniſhments 
are ordained for the World; 
nodoubt but they ſhall par» 
ticipate in the puniſhment, 
who did fo:low the conver- 
ſation of it, and they ſolely 
are reſerved for honour in 
heaven., who did abjure 
earth, and with a trie faith 
warr'd againſt infidclity ? 
unlefle we expe& that God 
ſhwuld admit as well the 
oppr: flours as the oppreſled, 
Hypocsites as true Profel- 
ſours, 
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ſours, thoſe that dance as 
thoſe that weep, the fat as 
the hungry, the proud as the 
humble withour any di 
inRion, and receive pro» 
milcuouſly thoſe that repent, 
and thoſe that repent nor. 
Neither may we ever at- 
tribute to our ſelves that 
ſanity and innocency of 
converſation as may delerve 
heaven, when we can never 
ſufficiznily deplore our cor 
ruptions, and accuſe the im= | 
perfetion of our own 
works : and therefore wor= 
thily ought we to referre all 
to Chriſt, commit all things 
to him, beg and defire all 
things of him, aiming one« 
ly at this that y ſince the 
World n 
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World doth obtain all 


things from his, or indeed - 


from us , Chrilt may alſo 


have ſome of our petfor- | 


mances, which being eaſie, 
cannot without affected ob» 
ſtinacy, ſlight or malice, be 
denied him, as ſuppoſe mo- 
deration in our manners, 
temperance in our apperites, 
humanity in our a&ions, 
ſtaiednefſe in our conditi- 
ons, &c. which by a Ch ifti- 
an friendſhip, among many 
or few, might be ſo diſpa- 
ſed, as ſhould make the (0. 
Ciety of good men pleaſant, 
profitable and glorious in 
this or any other age, and 
ſceing God hath nor his in 
.one place, but as 'cwere dil> 
pcrled 
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perſed every where, aſwell 
groaning under the Babylo- 
nilh- captivity, as enduring 
the inſolencies of wicked 
men, (o that ſometimes they 
complain with Elias that 
they are left alone, it much 
conduceth to the Chriſtian 
republick, that one know 
another, whereby the hard 
ſervitude of the World 
might be mitigated by mu- 
tuall conſolation, fith the 
communion of the ſame ho. 
ly ſpirit, the ſame life, the 
ſame defires, the ſame com- 
plaints are heard among 
th:m, and they do breath 
Chriſtian liberty as 7cwere 
from one foul 2 which 
though it cannot be enjoyed 
free 
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free & flouriſhing on earth, 
yet it cheriſheth virtuous 
minds with a ſecret plea- 
ſure,that,altbough all things 
may be led captive, yet they 
experimentally know both 
in ' themſelyes and other 
Chriſtians, that the ſoul 
muſt be relinquiſht to the 
diſpoſall of her creatour. 
herefore ( humbly pray» 
ing Chriſt himſelf co go a» 
long with us ) have we 
thonght good, to reach this 
hand of faith and Chriſtian 
love ts all and every one of 
thoſe, who being experien« 
ced in the bondage of the 
World , and wearied with 
its weight, do defire with 
all cheir hearts Chriſt as 
their 
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their deliverer, that upon 
light and approbation of the 
premiſſes, they may joyn 
and knit with us in an in- 
diflolvable concord , the 
centre of which muſt be 
Chriſt himſelf, the ſear 
Chriſtian breaſts , the law 
Chriſtian life, the end a 
Chriltian heaven, and that 
nothing may make the 
World more odious and 
contemptible, then Chriſti- 
an religion, whoſe uſe is in- 
eſtimable, that Chriſtians 
may mutually wiſh one an- 
other well, help one ano» 
ther, and care for one ano» 
ther, and aſwell by counſell 
as aſſiſtance, word or deed, 
preſence or abicace, be aux- 
iliary 3 
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iliary ; let the rule of this be 
the example of Chriſt him« 
ſelf, who thoughof infinite 
perfe&ions, yer is fo ac- 
commodated to humane 
Virtues, that he may farre 
eaklier admit us through the 
conduit of faith, to any 
ſhadow or repreſentation of 


them, then to the T heatri» | 


call, and Hiſtrionical] Ape- 
ries of this World : neither 
doth this friendſhip bring in 
any novelty, ſtrangeneſle or 
ſuperſtition, but onely ſeri« 
ouſly inculcates what we be- 
fore believed, acknowledged 
and profeſſed : it diflolyes 
no courſes of life, nor intro» 
duces” any confuſion , but 
admoniſhes of a Chriſtian, 
mutuall 
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mutuall and rationall eſti- 
mation and diſtinRion, -it 
doth not throw away world- 
ly wealth ; nor hoard itup, 
but rather employ it on 
Chriſt and Chriſtian uſes 
then in toyes of the World 
and objeRs of vanity it doth 
not flight humane ſciences 
but compares them with 


' heaven and . wiſdome from 
* above, it doth not ſhrink 


from ſociety, and hide it (elf 
in ſome cave, bat walks by a 
ſagacious contemplation , 
not affeQing any ſingulari- 
ty, but rather enjoying a 
ſweet acquieſcence in Chris» 
ſtian ſimplicity, integrity , 
and uprightneſle z therefore 
whoever thou art , good 
many. 
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man, that is, Chriſtian 
thirſting after heaven, and 
nauſeating earth, I beſeech 
thee by Jeſus Chriſt the 
Prince of love in all humili- 
' ty, reverence, duty , love, 
and as a brother, from my 
very ſoul, that after equili- 
bration of Chriftian friend- 
ſhip, and mundane circum- 
ances , ſeriouſly with me 
to apply thy mind to that 
which thou ſhalt diſcover, 
either by divine revelation, 
experiments of other' Chri- 
ſtians, or the diQates of thy 
own conſcience, moſt ad- 
vantagious both to body 
and foul, that at leogthwe 
may dare to follow God, 
leave the World, love 

Chi, 


PEE EEE eo oe Ro” To mm TT  F*F MM XF *") 


{briftion love offered, $1 


Chriſt, hate Satan, exerciſe 


the ſpirit, ſubdue the fleſh, 
embrace truth, hare errour, 
love our neighbours, deny 
our ſelves, all which being 
parts of the divine Jeague, 
with Gods help plain and 
eafie, though by the impo-» 
ſtares of Satan , they are 
made appear heavy and 
troubleſome, and exchang'd 
for unſupportable burdens, 
We do not fo dream of 


Chriſt, and are wiſe unto | 


the World , we do not (o 
profelle Religion, and hope 
in truth for a certain habita- 
tion ; let not the World ac- 
cording to its uſuall cuſtome 
deceive us z Chriſt having 
been ſo oft denied, will nor 
ACCEPT 
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accept of the offall of the 
earth ; but rather while the 
Woarld calls let us fly, while 
it cheriſhes,ler us rehft, while 
it flatters, ler us diſtruſt, 
while it draws, let us break 
away, while itrewards, lct 
us refuſe, while it ſnatches, 
let us flip away,though with 
the:lofſe of our.cioak, which 
that we be enabled to do, we 
beſeteh the Almighty , in 
whom werelt, 


